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~*'No Finding Made on Russ
 First-Strike ‘Capability,
Staff Document Says 3
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BY DAVID KRASLOW :

Times staff Writer " 0 0
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gended as a counter

ILOS ANGELES

Lan‘d's view is that Jarge numbms
8595 are not’ necegsary in a
L ccond- strike, or retaliatory, suate-

”,y_-'

85-9s.are not needed to destroy -
population, in this view. Snnller

+fCBMs, which Russia also has, could

.iflo the ]ob If there-is a lar gcr-than
‘theeded number of SS- 9s, the Laird |
view would be that it can'mean that}
th’e /Soviet- Union ' may - plan to
‘pehieve first-strike capability—der,
‘Btruction of U.S. missiles before thcy

. kould be launched in retaliation.

“The document obviously was in-;
‘to the Nixon}
Administration's campaign to' win}

n the Senate, whme the dmsxon onr’

lie issue is c'Iose It states: .

‘Eupport for its Safegiiard ABM plan

_’1:, going 'for a Imt—stnke nuclcar;

i ‘;t:uf document, makes 18 other br ief,

Senate Forcign Lelalions Commit-
tee staff document reveals a ‘basic
'dxsaﬂlcemcm within~ the " govern-
ment aver whether the Soviet Union §

fatlack capablluy
program,”. ¢ o

Ats - nmsﬂe :

1‘."“_"’

in:

L

jesue of whether the United States
should build an antxbalhstlc mxbsﬂe
‘defense system.- . ‘.

The document dhcioses tha( the.
‘Unitéd

has never
fmdmfr that the Soviet §S-9- mtex-r,1

'contmental ‘ballistic ” missile “wash]

“being deployed to develop.a firste
,btm\c ‘capability. The ' document’
does not indicate whether the board,: i
von which the Defense Depm tment 157
irepresented, was unanimous on thxs}
,questxon

- Laird 'I‘eshmom Repca(cd

X In .Senate testimony March ‘71,
Secretary . of Defense -Melvin - R.1
Laird' said that the Soviets -"are]
going for a first strike capability.
'\_They're going for our missiles: and
3the1e s 1o doubt about that” - ../

- In addition to the statenient on the
mte]hrrence board's assessment, the

"asseriions” concerning the Soviet

missile program and Telated mat-‘ o

fers,

The Times has obtained a copy’ ot‘
the document which is based for the
moat part on information about

viet missile deployment and capa~
)ﬂmcs which Central Intelligence,
”A zeney . Dircelor. Richavd., IIelms,1
'gave the committee, Helms also is
chairman of the .intelligence hoard.
i The committee decided at a closed:
mecting Monday, it was learned,:
against releasing the document, It

This qucstlon is central to the| o

States intelligence board,. \.
| comprised of the top national securi- -

" ily agencies, ‘made af]

¥ahd refeived’ to m cettam%
Ppress. reports. 3
. ;'Because of the impor-} -
Ctant part” intelligence in-
fformatlon” -has come to}
‘play’ in the debate on: the® -
pxopo.wcd “deployment . of ;-
the- Safeguard ABM sys-§
ttem and because the com- 3
r‘mxttee believes that thef
(intelligence - information’
made - public has oftenf
'been erroneous and thus.

[ s’talse impressions bothr :
within the governmenty '
liand among ' the publicy
generally, the commxttee,i .
{ believes it has a responsi-
{ bility to attempt.to clanfv%
o ¥ certain ‘questions of fact."} .:
i.;; Another -apparent dif-; fz :
} ference between what the:
¢ Administration has been %
: &aymo' and intelligence in-3
: formation 1ecexved by the'; g .
;commxttee concerns .the’
, ;rate -of building and de q
H ployment of the 859, _
In a "fact sheet" issued!
'Malch 14 to help demon- !
Lstrate the need for Saf(.-,,,
guard, the Pentagon
i said that "the Soviet ICBM§ -
kprogram has not leveled
hoff as we had hoped. In'i -
¢ fact, if anything, it has4 -.
. baceelerated, and they are
_ $conlinuing to deploy then‘
#big missiles."
’z', The stalement might
‘#leave the impression that
¢ Soviet missile deployment
3has increased. The staff-
5 document 50Ys:
' " < We have. known

TR

'voted }ms’tcad to invite Laird . to
come hefore the comn
plain the ¢ ITQVQG{V%GI’ (Ré.cl

it has heen'told .and:what Laird dl’ldi

othcr ofﬂci‘als have becn gaymg.'!' g

se! ﬁME Ecsts of t e SS-
r- ¥ >

ﬁthe .538-9,. for fxm‘yeﬁal\s
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= "The intelligence’ mformatlon re-
eived by the committee- does not

ccord in many-important respects @intelligence debate on the’
vith "the intelligence  cited. by ‘cer- YABM concerns not so.
/Rtain officials of the executive branch ‘*much hard data but rather } y

. t;thc interpretation and as-,

' ,Admxmsmatlon apparent-
+ Lly say the facts mean one
i ,{rthmg while Helms  and J

~fothers say they mean
© isomething else. * .

_QAconmnttee believes that’

{ has_inadvertently creatcd«s

 Yassertions,

o wpommltteo to any ‘member]

ﬂ'-to see it." - 1
T “Among the assemom;
v Bswlnch the document hsted .

" iployment would level off
"' fat a number below 200 butl

E —The $5-9 could havef
in
:

N
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TIMES

ate c J Cﬂbc*l
b "—In the ¥ “past W0 o
iyears, the rateof deploy-s
"mont of these missiles has ; ;
Ldecreased and not m-
ereaserd,

< "d—The numbcr of §S- 0 ]
! Lmnohexa discovercd since .,
.November, 1068, repre-
Msents an inczoase of les.ﬁ
L ihan. . 3% -of - the total
“number of 8849 launchers Y
m]nch we know now to be~
Bdeployed.”
% The documcnt algo said’
~that last year's nationalr
mtelhgence estimate "pre-¢,
C.dicted a range of dcploya
'ment which "aceords’ thh
Hrthe situation today."
M Several commxttqe sqt}r—
gices agreed that ihesap-i
r\~1mucnt behmd~the-scenes
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sessment of that data,. -
}‘;; . " Divergence Seen -
f - In.short, Laird and the’| &
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The document said the

tclamfzcatlon of the sxtua-
ition "can best be aceori-,
. ybhshed, without com-)
“promising national securi-:
\f-‘ty, by making a number of
The detailed T

Vclassxfled evidence to sup-f ¢
Hport these- assertions will
bbe made available by the.

fof the Senate who \VISth -

* {rwere the following: ca
. #, —There had bech no
,vchange in the size of the
rwarhcad ‘capacity -of -the
#5S-0 in the: past five years. |
é‘_f' —Last. year's* national
Hntelligence: estimate - did]
_ ﬁnot predict that SS-9 de-

Il

T .‘:L“ —

~pwdicted ‘a range'of de-|
lplovment which * accords
fwith the situation {oday:

T

beén: dcvcloped as -a ve-
hicle”. for ' independently.
dargeted multiple © war-
heads; or for special pur-
- | pose. weapons or—but not,
necessarily—-to attack har-
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